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(i) the number of complaints or allega-
tions regarding acts, practices, or patterns
of discrimination;

(ii) the manner in which the complaints
were investigated and resolved by the De-
partment; and

(iii) the longest, shortest, and average
periods of time taken to investigate and
resolve the complaints or allegations re-
garding acts, practices, or patterns of dis-
crimination.

(3) Report

Not later than November 28, 1991, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate
a report containing the information described
in paragraph (2).

(e) Definitions
(1) Socially disadvantaged group

As used in this section, the term ‘‘socially
disadvantaged group’” means a group whose
members have been subjected to racial or eth-
nic prejudice because of their identity as
members of a group without regard to their in-
dividual qualities.

(2) Socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher

As used in this section, the term ‘‘socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher’” means a
farmer or rancher who is a member of a so-
cially disadvantaged group.

(3) Agriculture programs

As used in this section, the term ‘‘agri-
culture programs’ are those established or au-
thorized by—

(A) the Agricultural Act of 1949 [7 U.S.C.

1421 et seq.];

(B) the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act [7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.];
(C) the Agricultural Adjustment Act of

1938 [7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.];

(D) the Soil Conservation Act;
(E) the Domestic Allotment Assistance

Act;

(F) the Food Security Act of 1985; and
(G) other such Acts as the Secretary deems
appropriate.

(f) Omitted

(g) Reservations
(1) Consolidated suboffice

The Secretary shall require the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service, Soil
Conservation Service, and Farmers Home Ad-
ministration offices, and such other offices
and functions the Secretary may choose to in-
clude, in each county that has a reservation
within its borders, to establish a consolidated
suboffice at the tribal headquarters of said
reservation and to staff said suboffice as need-
ed, using existing staff, but no less than one
day a week or under such other arrangement
agreed to by the tribe and the Department of
Agriculture offices. The tribe shall be required
to provide the necessary office space if it wish-
es to participate in this program.
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(2) Cooperative agreements

For those reservations that are located in
more than one county, the Secretary, the rel-
evant county offices and the tribe shall enter
into a cooperative agreement to provide the
services required by paragraph (1) that avoids
duplication of effort.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXV, §2501, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4062; Pub. L. 102-237, title X, §1003, Dec.
13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1894.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Agricultural Act of 1949, referred to in subsec.
(€)(3)(A), is act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, 63 Stat. 1051, as
amended, which is classified principally to chapter 35A
(§1421 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 1421 of this title and Tables.

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act,
referred to in subsec. (e)(3)(B), is title III of Pub. L.
87-128, Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, as amended, which is
classified principally to chapter 50 (§1921 et seq.) of this
title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1921 of
this title and Tables.

The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938, referred to
in subsec. (e)(3)(C), is act Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, 52 Stat.
31, as amended, which is classified principally to chap-
ter 35 (§1281 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1281 of this
title and Tables.

The Soil Conservation Act and the Domestic Allot-
ment Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(3)(D) and
(BE), respectively, probably mean the Soil Conservation
and Domestic Allotment Act, act Apr. 27, 1935, ch. 85, 49
Stat. 163, as amended, which is classified generally to
chapter 3B (§590a et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 590q of Title 16 and Tables.

The Food Security Act of 1985, referred to in subsec.
(€)(3)(F), is Pub. L. 99-198, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1354, as
amended. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title of 1985 Amendment note set out
under section 1281 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of section 2501 of Pub. L. 101-624.
Subsec. (f) of section 2501 of Pub. L. 101-624 amended
section 2003 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

1991—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 102-237, §1003(1),
stituted ‘“‘subsection” for ‘‘section”.

Subsec. (c)(1)(C). Pub. L. 102-237, §1003(2), inserted
‘“‘program’ after ‘‘agricultural’’.

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 102-237, §1003(3), substituted
‘““November 28, 1991 for ‘‘1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act”.

sub-

§2279a. Fair and equitable treatment of socially
disadvantaged producers

(a) Fair crop acreage bases and farm program
payment yields

If the Secretary of Agriculture determines
that crop acreage bases or farm program pay-
ment yields established for farms owned or oper-
ated by socially disadvantaged producers are not
established in accordance with title V of the Ag-
ricultural Act of 1949 (7 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.), the
Secretary shall adjust the bases and yields to
conform to the requirements of such title and
make available any appropriate commodity pro-
gram benefits.
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(b) Fair application of Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act

If the Secretary of Agriculture determines
that application of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.)
with respect to socially disadvantaged producers
is not consistent with the requirements of such
Act, the Secretary shall make such changes in
the administration of such Act as the Secretary
considers necessary to provide for the fair and
equitable treatment of socially disadvantaged
producers under such Act.

(¢c) Report on treatment of socially disadvan-
taged producers

(1) Report required

The Comptroller General of the United
States shall prepare a report to determine—

(A) whether socially disadvantaged pro-
ducers are underrepresented on State, coun-
ty, area, or local committees established
under section 590h(b)(5) of title 16 or local re-
view committees established under section
1363 of this title because of racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice; and

(B) if such underrepresentation exists,
whether it inhibits or interferes with the
participation of socially disadvantaged pro-
ducers in programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture.

(2) Submission of report

Not later than February 1, 1995, the Comp-
troller General shall submit the report re-
quired by this subsection to the Committee on
Agriculture of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry of the Senate.

(d) “Socially disadvantaged producer” defined

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘so-
cially disadvantaged producer’” means a pro-
ducer who is a member of a group whose mem-
bers have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice because of their identity as
members of a group without regard to their indi-
vidual qualities.

(Pub. L. 103-354, title III, §305, Oct. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 3240.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Agricultural Act of 1949, referred to in subsec.
(a), is act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, 63 Stat. 1051, as amend-
ed. Title V of the Act is classified generally to sub-
chapter IV (§1461 et seq.) of chapter 35A of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1421 of this title
and Tables.

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act,
referred to in subsec. (b), is title III of Pub. L. 87-128,
Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, as amended, which is classified
principally to chapter 50 (§1921 et seq.) of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1921 of this title
and Tables.

CHAPTER 55A—DEPARTMENT OF
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Sec.
(a) Simultaneous service.
(b) Service by more than one officer or
employee of corporation or non-
Federal entity.
(c) Maximum length.
2284. Annual reports.
2285. Budget prohibitions.
2286. Termination of committees.

2287 to 2289. Omitted.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 450i, 31562 of this
title; title 19 section 2155.

§2281. Congressional declaration of purpose

The purposes of this chapter are to—

(1) require strict financial and program ac-
counting by advisory committees of the De-
partment of Agriculture;

(2) assure balance and objectivity in the
membership of such advisory committees; and

(3) prevent the formation or continuation of
unnecessary advisory committees by the De-
partment of Agriculture.

(Pub. L. 95-113, title XVIII, §1801, Sept. 29, 1977,
91 Stat. 1041; Pub. L. 97-98, title XI, §1116(a),
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1270.)

AMENDMENTS
1981—Pub. L. 97-98 reenacted section without change.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-98 effective Dec. 22, 1981,
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97-98, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 4301 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Chapter effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub.
L. 95-113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title.

SOYBEAN RESEARCH ADVISORY INSTITUTE;
ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION, ETC.

Section 1446 of Pub. L. 97-98 provided for the estab-
lishment of a Soybean Research Advisory Institute for
the purpose of preparing and submitting to Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry and
House Committee on Agriculture, not later than Mar.
1, 1983, a comprehensive report, with appropriate rec-
ommendations, on the findings of the Institute regard-
ing research on soybean production and utilization,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99-198, title XIV, §1434, Dec.
23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1557.

§ 2282. Definitions

When used in this chapter—

(1) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture of the United States;

(2) the term ‘‘Department of Agriculture”
means the United States Department of Agri-
culture; and

(3) the term ‘‘advisory committee” means
any committee, board, commission, council,
conference, panel, task force, or other similar
group, or any subcommittee or other subgroup
thereof that is established or utilized by the
Department of Agriculture in the interest of
obtaining advice or recommendations for the
President or the Department of Agriculture,
except that such term excludes any committee
which (A) is composed wholly of full-time offi-
cers or employees of the Federal Government,



